


EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S CORNER
Hello from Almost Home!

As usual, our schedules have been busy this Spring and Summer. We celebrated this year’s early Easter with an
indoor-egg-hunt, dying eggs and making baskets, and an interactive storytelling (see page three). As you can
see in the picture below, our moms and their toddlers made the most of the March snow!

Because of our many volunteers, we have had a number of exceptional activities in recent months. Nursing-
school students from St. Louis University coordinated a trip for our Members to see the Body Worlds 3
exhibit at the St. Louis Science Center, as well as life-skills classes that addressed health issues. We spent a
morning with the youth group from First Methodist Church (Springfield, TN), which presented songs and
skits. Nestlé-Purina employees (through United Way) helped with lots of projects, which included
landscaping and planting rosebushes, cleaning toys in our playroom and assembling shelves. The parents and
staff of Together We Can (child development center) planted petunias in the front yard and two trees. We
are very grateful that so many people help us and support our teen moms!

Part of our Program provides incentives for positive behavior. By following the rules, doing household
chores and keeping their bedrooms clean, our teen moms are able to earn points. Some of these points can
be exchanged in the Almost Home Store, “Marty’s Mart”, which is named for the late Marty Hendin of the St.
Louis Cardinals organization. With their earned points, Members can “buy” jewelry, baby clothes and
personal-care items. Thanks to a grant from Cardinals Care, and the volunteers from Nestlé-Purina, we have
replaced the storage units and are able to replenish items that the Members want.

Our Golf Tournament this May was the most successful in our history – we raised over $91,000! The weather
was beautiful, as it always is for this annual event. At the post-golf dinner, one of our former Members
shared her story and affection for Almost Home; read more about her on page one. Many, many thanks to
all our golfers and sponsors this year!

This June, St. Louis charities lost a great holiday supporter with the disbanding of Scroogebusters. This group
of SBC/AT&T employees gave of their time and their purses to fulfill Christmas wishes for many area children,
including those at Almost Home. We are grateful to those who did so much over the years, especially Pam
McNicholas, Dave Kralemann, Barbara Earthal and Mark Albinson. In their honor, the “poem” feature in this
newsletter is a depiction of the reformed Scrooge, in an excerpt from A Christmas Carol.

Upcoming events include our Third Trivia Night on Saturday, August 23 at the Richmond Heights Community
Center, and a celebration of our 15th Anniversary on Saturday, December 6 at the Debonaire Banquet Center.
We hope you can join us!

Thanks for your ongoing support, and bless you and your family.

Sheroo Mukhtiar, MSW
Executive Director

2 “Almost Home: Making a Difference, One Family at a Time”

ALMOST HOME, INC.
TRANSITIONAL HOUSING FOR
HOMELESS TEENAGE MOTHERS

AND THEIR CHILDREN

BOARD OF D IRECTORS

Cecelia Dooley, President
Carla Baum, President-Elect
Donald Hagen, Treasurer

Sr. Judith Bell, FSM, Secretary

Mary Jane Brecklin
Ted Christner

Joe Hatleli
Rose Henry

Michelle Henson
Glenn Hooker

Julie Jones
Georgina Lehn

Kathleen McNeal
Gerald McNeive

Sr. Lenita Moore, FSM
Mary Beth Ortbals

John Stann
Lorraine Yehlen

Honorary Board Members
Sue Engelhardt

Kathryn Hollingsworth
Laura McAllister

STAFF

Sheroo Mukhtiar, MSW
Executive Director

Adriene Boyd, MSW
Program Manager

Sally Berry-Austin
Independent Living Coordinator

Sr, Sara Schnurbusch, FSM
Mission & Volunteer Coordinator

Kate Booth
Director of Development & PR

Doug Elden
Accountant

Mary Gregson
Support Services Administrator

Dwayth Hargrove
Case Manager

Tonetta May
Case Manager

Bernice Tartt
House Parent Supervisor

Pam Williams
House Parent Supervisor

EXCERPT FROM “A CHRISTMAS CAROL” ~ BY CHARLES DICKENS

"I will honour Christmas in my heart, and try to keep it all the year. I will live in the Past, the Present, and
the Future. The Spirits of all Three shall strive within me. I will not shut out the lessons that they teach."

Scrooge was better than his word. He did it all, and infinitely more; and to Tiny Tim, who did not die,
he was a second father. He became as good a friend, as good a master, and as good a man, as the good
old city knew, or any other good old city, town, or borough, in the good old world. Some people
laughed to see the alteration in him, but he let them laugh, and little heeded them; for he was wise
enough to know that nothing ever happened on this globe, for good, at which some people did not have
their fill of laughter in the outset; and knowing that such as these would be blind anyway, he thought it
quite as well that they should wrinkle up their eyes in grins, as have the malady in less attractive forms.
His own heart laughed: and that was quite enough for him…and it was always said of him, that he knew
how to keep Christmas well, if any man alive possessed the knowledge. May that be truly said of us, and
all of us! And so, as Tiny Tim observed, God Bless Us, Every One!



“Almost Home: Making a Difference, One Family at a Time” 3

MEMBERS ON THE MOVE!
Positive recreation and socialization opportunities are so important for our teen moms and their children. Our Spring holidays have
been lively. This year’s early Easter meant that we had to stay inside for our traditional egg-hunt, but it didn’t prevent fun. Members,
staff and their children participated in an interactive musical-reading of “Peter and the Wolf”. Members also learned how to dye eggs
and to make paper baskets, and we enjoyed lunch together. Mother’s Day was celebrated with many staff members sharing favorite
songs, poems or thoughts on motherhood. In coordinating outfits of black and red, Program and Administrative staff then acted as
waitresses in our on-site “restaurant”, complete with menus and centerpieces.

Volunteers have led many great activities. Students from the St. Louis University-School of Nursing taught a series of evening life-skills
classes on health, development and hygiene. They arranged for our teen moms to see the Body Worlds 3 exhibit at the St. Louis Science
Center on March 1, and used that field trip to promote learning. Again this year, the Academy of Beauty held a Makeover/Beauty Day
for underprivileged women in the area, and our moms got new hairstyles. Centennial Christian Church held a community baby shower
in May, and one of our Members at that event was featured on the front page of the St. Louis American.

This year, many of our Members are enrolled in summer school or GED classes, but our Summer Recreation program is in full swing and
they all have lots of things to do and see. In June, Members saw the play “Complacency of Silence: Darfur” at the St. Louis University
theatre. We also organize trips to see movies through Wehrenberg Theatres’ weekly Summer Series, picnics at Tower Grove park, and
will be going to the Missouri Botanical Garden and a Cardinals’ baseball game, thanks to Variety the Children’s Charity of St. Louis. In
August, we’ll hold our annual Back-to-School BBQ, with lots of games, prizes and school supplies. We continue to help them grow, as
they develop new skills and interests along with having fun.


