


“A MOTHER’S LOVE” ~ BY HELEN STEINER RICE

A Mother's love is something It is patient and forgiving It is far beyond defining,
that no one can explain, when all others are forsaking, it defies all explanation,
It is made of deep devotion And it never fails or falters And it still remains a secret
and of sacrifice and pain, even though the heart is breaking… like the mysteries of creation…
It is endless and unselfish It believes beyond believing A many splendoured miracle
and enduring come what may when the world around condemns, man cannot understand
For nothing can destroy it And it glows with all the beauty And another wondrous evidence
or take that love away… of the rarest, brightest gems… of God's tender guiding hand.

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S CORNER
Hello from Almost Home! Life has been so full here, lately. As you know, education is a primary focus of
the Almost Home program. This includes formal schooling, Life Skills training, socialization, parenting skills,
and how to effectively interact with others. Most of this knowledge is exactly what all teenagers have to
learn as they transition into adulthood, and we do our best to make sure that our Members have the same
or better life- preparation as their peers.

Enjoy the new section, premiering in this newsletter edition, “Members on the Move!” We’ll tell you the
details about what our Members are doing – as they learn the skills they will need to be independent and
responsible citizens, as they get their education and become excellent mothers, and as they grow up and just
get to be teenagers, also. One upcoming project that we are excited about is installing a new playground in
our backyard, complete with swings and a slide for our babies and toddlers. Construction begins after our
July Back-to-School BBQ, and we hope to have pictures of it in the next newsletter.

Our May Golf Tournament was a lot of fun and raised money and awareness about Almost Home. At the
post-golf dinner, players heard directly from some of our teenage moms how they have changed their lives
with Almost Home’s help and care. Their little children also helped hand out the auction and door prizes.
Hearing about their challenges and achievements, many attendees were moved to ask more questions about
our program and how they could do more to support it. Thank you to all our golfers this year!

We have two new Board members, as well. Glenn Hooker, who has served on our Golf Committee for the
last two Tournaments, has joined the Board. Glenn is the Senior Sales Support Manager with Northpole in
Washington, MO; he has arranged for auction items, attendance gifts, and tent loans for our events. He
also arranged our two Spring appearances on Channel 5’s “Windows on St. Louis”. Lorraine Yehlen RN,
BSN, MA is the Vice President of Patient Care Services at SSM Cardinal Glennon Children’s Medical Center.
We are so fortunate to have Lorraine’s pediatric nursing background in service to Almost Home.

Finally, many of you know that last year, we were licensed by the Missouri State Department of Social
Services-Children’s Division to be a Residential Child Care facility. This enables us to accept Members who
are wards of the state. Following their strict guidelines has only strengthened our service and program. This
improvement helped us recently as we applied, and were approved for, United Way membership. We
become a formal United Way agency at the beginning of 2008, and have already begun networking and
benefiting from our association with their resources. These changes have been new and very exciting for all
of us, and we hope that more people will learn about Almost Home and support our work.

These are just some of the ways in which we work to improve our program, and make a brighter future for
our teenage mothers and their children. And you help us do it!

Thanks for your ongoing support, and bless you and your family.

Sheroo Mukhtiar, MSW
Executive Director
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