


EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S CORNER
Hello from Almost Home!

We’ve had such an exciting late summer and Fall. In August, we held our third Trivia Night and Silent
Auction. Everyone had lots of fun, and we raised over $6,300! Read more about it on the facing page.
We also held our annual Back-to-School BBQ in August. Board members and volunteers joined with staff in
managing the activities for our teen mom and their children. As you can see on pages 4 and 5, they all had
a great time.

Almost Home was one of seven St. Louis children’s social service agencies honored in November by Variety
the Children’s Charity of St. Louis. We were selected to receive the Stellar Performance Award in the
category of Behavioral Counseling. The criteria for this award include: “commendable service and
adherence to the mission of the agency; marked improvement especially as a result of Variety funding; and
measurable outcomes that demonstrate the impact the agency has on the lives of children.” We are very
pleased to be recognized for our work to improve the lives of our Members, especially in light of Variety’s
executive director Jan Albus noting, “Each one of these Stellar Award winners represents the ‘best of the
best’ that the St. Louis nonprofit community has to offer.”

Part of ensuring that our Members receive the best possible care is ongoing staff development. Each staff
member must complete at least 40 hours of training and professional education each year. Staff members
participated in our annual Mission Awareness Day in September. This day, we reflected on our individual
contributions to making Almost Home’s mission successful, and joined together in team-building exercises.
Some of our other trainings this year have included: Mandated Reporting on Abuse; Natural Healing
Techniques; Building Cooperative Performance; Standard First Aid and Adult, Infant and Child CPR; Stress
Management and Resolving Conflicts; Personal Budgeting; Educational Advocacy; Team Improvement;
Disaster Preparedness; Mental Illness Facts; and Medicine Dispensing. This emphasis on continuing education
helps our staff and directly benefits our Members.

Halloween was celebrated with a party, trick-or-treating, and a visit to St. Louis University’s “haunted
dormitory”. Our teens and toddlers enjoyed dressing up, as you can see in the pictures below. We have
already begun to prepare for the winter holidays. If you are interested in helping make this Christmas
special for our young families, please contact us and we will share our needs with you.

On December 6, we are celebrating our 15th anniversary with a dinner and awards event. Our honorees
include individuals and groups that have been instrumental to our success. If you have questions about this
event, please contact Kate Booth at 314-771-4663, ext. 409. We hope you can join us!

Thanks for your ongoing support, and bless you and your family.

Sheroo Mukhtiar, MSW
Executive Director
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Gratitude unlocks the fullness of life. It turns what we have into enough, and more.
It turns denial into acceptance, chaos to order, confusion to clarity. It can turn a meal
into a feast, a house into a home, a stranger into a friend. Gratitude makes sense of
our past, brings peace for today, and creates a vision for tomorrow. ~ Melody Beattie
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“INTRODUCING…” ~ SPOTLIGHT ON ALMOST HOME STAFF
Since October 2004, Doug Elden has served as the Almost Home accountant. He retired in 2003 from Monsanto/Solutia after
working there for 35 years, and Board member John Stann suggested that he consider offering his time and talents to Almost
Home. Like many of the other one-person departments at Almost Home, Doug performs all the necessary accounting activities for
both the transitional housing program and the apartments, except tax preparation. He has also held workshops on personal
finance for our staff and our Members. Doug supports our Program by keeping track of our Members’ savings: our teen mothers
are required to save 30% of any income or benefits, so that they will have a “nest egg” when they leave Almost Home, and he
helps them look after these budgets.

Doug says, “I was extremely happy to be able to become the accountant for Almost
Home. After 35 years of accounting for corporate activities where profits were the
main concern, I was looking forward to working at a place where helping people
was the focus. The stresses of the job get forgotten quickly when I walk into the
program area and see all the babies and kids we are helping to find the way to a
better life.”

Though he works part-time, Doug is an active member of the staff. According to
Executive Director Sheroo Mukhtiar, “His knowledge about organizational systems
and processes has enhanced our team and brought a new level of professionalism to
Almost Home. He’s the go-to person for anything, and not just in the accounting
department. We can go to him for advice or a different perspective, and he’s always
willing to offer his help. He truly has the personal touch – he cares about the lives of
our staff, our Members and their children.”

Doug and his wife Linda are very involved with Almost Home, and attend all the
events and holiday parties for our Members. Linda, who works at Catholic Supply,
has also been able to help us with auction items and other needs. Both of them also
volunteer at our Golf Tournaments, Back-to-School BBQs and Trivia Nights, and are
the co-chairs for the 2009 Trivia Night.

THIRD TRIVIA NIGHT
Almost Home held its Third Trivia Night on Saturday, August 23 at the Richmond Heights Community Center. We raised over
$6,300, and more than 175 people attended and learned about our current projects and successes. First place went to Julie Jones’
team, who generously donated the prize money back to Almost Home. Many thanks go to our staff and volunteers, and to our hard-
working committee who helped bring it all together: Sr. Judy Bell, FSM, Erin Campbell, Linda Elden, Julie Jones, Georgina Lehn,
Mary Beth Ortbals, Mary Stutte, Laurie Vago, Lorraine Yehlen, Sheroo Mukhtiar and Kate Booth. Special thanks to Doug Elden, Dave
Freese, and our wonderful Master of Ceremonies, Bill Wiese! Plans are already underway for 2009, so please join us next year for
another fun event!


